INSOLVENT DEBTORS, IRELAND. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated jgth February 1829 /or 

A RETURN 

Of the Number of Persons in Ireland who have taken the Benefit of the Act of 
I & 2 Geo. IV. c. 59, and subsequent Acts, for the Relief of Insolvent Debtors. 
before the Commissioners in Dublin, and on their CircnilB respectively, in each year 
eince 1821; distinguishing the Number ordered to be discha^ed forthwith from 
those discharged at future Periods ; stating also the Aggregate Amount of the Debts 
admitted by the Assignees, and the Gross Amount received by the Assignees under their 
Estates ; the Amount actually paid to the Creditors, and the Sums paid into the Bank 
of Ireland by the Assignees; and of the Disposition thereof, whether in payments to 
Insolvents for Maintenance, to Assignees and Creditors or otherwise, and the Amount 
of Balance remaining in Court on 31st December in each year; and also, an Account of 
the Expense of the Insolvent Debtors Court in Ireland, since the passing of the 
i 8c 2 Geo. IV. c. 59, stating the Amount under separate heads of Salaries, Buildings, 
and Contingent Expenses in each year. 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 

19 June 1829. 
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NUMBER OF PERSONS IN IREUAND 



A RETURN of the Number of Persona in Ireland who have taken the Benefit of the Act 
in each year since 1821 ; distinguishing the Number ordered to be discharged forthwith 
admitted by the Assignees, and the Gross Amount received by Assignees under their 
Ireland by the Assignees; and of the Disposition thereof, whether in payments to 
of Balance remaining in Court on 31st December in each year; and also, an Account of 
Salaries, Buildings, and Contingent Expenses in each year. 




NUMBER of Persons who have taken the 
Benefit of the Insolvent Debtors Act in each 
year, since the passing of the 1 & 2 Geo. IV. 
distinguishing those discharged and those dis- 
missed by order of the Court, or withdrawn by 
consent of the Insolvent. 



I Dismissed 
bj Order of 
iheCourt.or 
withdrawn 
by consent 
of the 



Discharged 
at future 
periods. 



British 



AN ACCOUNT of Money paid into the Bank of 
Ireland, and the Money paid to Creditors there- 
out, together with the Amount remaining in Bank 
in each year *. 


Lodged in Bonk. 


Drawn out of BanI 
by Creditors. 


; Balance in Bank 
1 in the year. 


£. $. d. 


£. s. d. 


£. j. d. 


130 18 9 


26 19 2 


103 19 7 


429 4 5 


56 19 n i 


37« ♦ 54^ 


1,648 - 6| 


532 11 8 f 


1,115 8 10 


1,682 4 1^ 


420 17 2 


261 6 11 1 


3.591 a 7f 


957 12 - 


1,710 9 1 


368 8 3i 


193 10 11 i 


174 17 3i 


2,249 3 


2,160 12 8 


88 11 3 


1,328 4 -I 


95 9 -i 


1,232 15 - 


7.537 3 10? 


3.407 4 7 


3,2 o 6 12 7 1 



* The Commissioners of said Court beg leave further to state to this Honourable House, 
that as to that part of said order which requires that they should return what sums of 
money have, out of the produce of insolvents estates and effects, been paid to their assignees 
since the year 1821 ; and what sums have been paid by the said assignees to the creditors 
in the same interval of time ; that they find it impossible to make the required return, as in 
very few instances of insolvency can the Commissioners of the Court, for the relief of Insolvent 
Debtors, be apprised of the sums of money paid to or disbursed by said assignees as may 
appear by the Act of 1 and 2 George IV, c. 59. By this Act the assignees of Insolvent 

Debtors 
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RELIEVED BY THE INSOLVENT DEBTORS ACT SINCE 182I, 



of the 1 & 2 Geo. IV. c. 59, and subsequent Acts, for the Relief oflNsoLVENX Debtors 
from those discharged at future Periods; and also the Aggregate Amount of Debts 
Estates ; the Amount actually paid to the Creditors, and the Sums paid into the Bank of 
Insolvents for Maintenance, to Assignees and Creditors or otherwise, and the Amount 
the Expense of the Insolvent Debtors Court, stating the Amount under separate heads of 



AN ACCOUNT of the Expense of the Insolvent Debtors Court since the passing of said Act, 
stating Salaries, Buildings, and Contingent Expenses, in each year. 



SiiLARIES. 


BUILDINGS. 


CONTINGENT 

EXPENSES. 


TOTAL AMOUNT 
Yearly. 


Yeara. 


£. s. d. 


j£. t , d. 


£. i. d. 


£. 3. d . 




2,800 - 3 . 


1+7 15 6 


218 4 4 


3,166 - 1 


1821 


5.688 X 9 


13s 4 - 


633 - 1 


6,453 5 10 


182a 


5,856 i8 


268 12 9| 


956 14 6| 


7.08a 5 10 


1823 


5.895 19 5 


284 xo - 


949 10 6 


7,129 19 11 


1824 


5,936 3 1 


486 8 zi 


834 3 ~i 


7,246 14 4 i 


1825 


6452 6 2 1 


2,131 11 2 


858 i6 3 1 


9,442 13 8 


1826 


6,276 x8 6 


665 12 8 4 


1,013 8 4^ 


7.955 19 6 i 


1827 


6,276 X8 6 


269 14 9 


885 6 7 


7,401 19 10 


1828 


45.173 6 2 


4.386 9 2i 


6.319 3 8| 


55,878 19 1 





Debtors are empowered to sue for in their own names, and to collect the debts due to the 
insolvents ; to call in their personal estate and dispose thereof, and to sell their real estates 
in the manner and at the place prescribed by the creditors, at a meeting convened thirty 
days previous to any sale by said assignees, and they are by said Act required to divide 
amongst the creditors of each insolvent the produce of his estate and effects, after a notice 
given to them of the time when such dividend shall be made, thirty days previous to the 
making thereof. The Act does not require that the assignees of insolvents shall pay into 
Court or into any bank the produce of the insolvent’s estates ; nor is the Court, unless 
351. A 2 required 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




4 



NUMBER OF PERSONS IN IRELAND 



required by petition of insolvent, or any of his creditors, empowered or required to make an 
order to that effect. The Act requires that the Assignees shall be the persons to receive 
and disburse such produce, and gives them power to call in, and points out the manner in 
which they are to disburse the same amongst the creditors ; and, therefore, in the general and 
in almost all cases of insolvency, it would be impracticable for the Commissioners to make 
the required return. In numerous instances no property is returned by the insolvent, and in 
many cases the assignees discharge their duty in receiving and disbursing the estates and 
effects of insolvents to the satisfaction of the creditors, and without any controul of, or 
directions required from, or given by the Court, and therefore in such cases the Court, or 
any of its officers, remain totally ignorant of the amount of the sums paid to or disbursed by 
the assignees of Insolvent Debtors amongst their creditors. The assignees, by the terms of 
the Act of the i and 2 Geo. IV. c. 59, are bound at the end of three months, from the 
time of their appointment, to make up an exact account of the estate and effects of each 
insolvent, verified by their respective affidavits, to be made by them before the chief clerk, 
and to file such account with said officer, and if any balance be in his hands, to make a 
dividend thereof amongst the creditors thirty days after due notice, shall be given thereof to 
the creditors. By the 14th sec. of the Act, it is provided, that in case the prisoner, hia 
assignee, or any creditor, shall be dissatisfied with any account so rendered by the assignee, 
or the assignee shall neglect to render such account, or to collect and disburse the property 
of the insolvent, it shall be lawful for the Court, on the petition of the prisoner or of any 
schedule creditor, to direct the assignee in each ease to render such account on oath, if not 
before rendered, and to examine into any account which has been rendered, and into the 
conduct of the assignee. By sec. 57 of the same Act, the Court is empowered, after the end 
of months next, after the appointment of an assignee, at the request of any one or more 
creditor or creditors, to summon the assignee and examine him on oath, touching his receipts 
and payments, and to order the money in his hands, if any, to be paid into the Bank of 
Ireland, and to ordef a dividend ; and the Court, in case of a defeult of payments of dividends 
by the time limited, is empowered to make a summary order for distress and sale of such 
assignee’s effects, in the name of such creditor as shall desire the same ; and if the distress 
be relevied, the creditor in whose name such distress was made, may avow and set forth in 
his avowry the order of the Court, under which such distress was made which shall be 
deemed a sufficient satisfaction. 

The clauses the Commisssioners have referred to, and several other clauses in the Act, 
show that the duties imposed on the assignees must be enforced by order of the Court founded 
on the motions or petitions of the insolvent, or of any one or more creditor or creditors of the 
insolvent who may be aggrieved by the negligence or misconduct of the assignee ; and, accord- 
ingly, in pursuance of the provisions of the said Act in case of negligence or misconduct on the 
part of the assignee in omitting to account, or in rendering an insufficient account, a com- 
plaint is preferred to the Court on the part of the insolvent or of one or more creditor or 
creditors, stating such negligence or misconduct of the assignee, and founded on such com- 
plaint preferred by way of motion or petition to the Court. Such order is made as appears to 
the Court best calculated to enforce performance of the duties imposed on the assignees by the 
Act of Parliament, and to compel him to render a full and fair account of the insolvent’s estate 
and effects • the creditor obtaining this order has it served on the assignee, attends before the 
proper officer to whom the investigation of the assignee’s account is referred by the Court,, 
and sees that a fair account shall be rendered, and if not rendered, prefem a complaint to 
the Court of the disobedience of its order by the assignee, and the Court has the power of 
inflicting, and does inflict such penalties as the assignee is liable to for the breach of his 
duty. Thus it will appear to this Honourable House, that the numerous instances of in- 
solvency, where there is no property, or the property of the insolvent is very inconsiderable, and 
in numerous cases where the assignees, in pursuance of the directions of the Act of Parlia- 
ment, make a prompt and a fair distribution of the insolvent’s property amongst his creditors, 
that no steps will be taken on the part of the insolvent, or any of the creditors, to enforce an 
account by the assignee of the insolvent’s estate and effects, a satisfactory distribution having 
been already made by the assignee in manner directed by the Act of Parliament, and the 

creditors 
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Jitors not having any occasion to prefer to tlie Court any complaint against the assignee, 
''re enforce any account of the insolvent’s estate and effects. 

cases of insolvency where the assignees have voluntarily, or in pursuance of the order 
f L, Court obtained on the petition, of the insolvent or any of his creditors, filed their 
15 in the office of the chief clerk, and in those instances only it is practicable to aseet- 
““"Jhc balances in the hands of such assignees at the time of taking such accounts, but 
*T,Lr such balances have been divided amongst the creditors entiUed to distributive shares 
Iv of the Commissioners have no mode of ascertaining, and can only form a conjecture that 
!ler distribution took place, giounded on the absence of any complaint preferred for 
* .Lading such dislributive shares. But as from these instances m which it might be 
!^cticable to ascertain the balances come to the hands of assignees, no inference could be 
drawn as to the actual amount of properly made available to creditors on the total number 
f rases of insolvency that came before the court ; the Commissioners did not deem it neces- 
° V to slate these balances, they having no mode of ascertaining the true balances for it 
“it occur, and has occurred in several instances, which by other means came under the 
Srt’s observation, that insolvents have paid off their entire debts, and no account by the 



assignee filed in the Court. 



Feter Bunou'e^. 
John IJoi/d. 
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